
READING
at 

OLDCASTLE 
PRIMARY SCHOOL



Welcome
● Whole - school target
● Strategies and approaches
● How can you support?



Read, Write, 
Inc.

● Read Write Inc. is a popular phonics 
scheme. 

● Like all phonics schemes, it teaches 
children the sounds in English, the letters 
that represent them, and how to form the 
letters when writing. 

● Read Write Inc. Phonics includes reading 
books written using only the letters they 
have learnt at each level (and a small 
number of separately taught tricky words). 

● The children will quickly feel confident and 
successful.

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/at-school/education-glossary/grammar-literacy-glossary-t-z/#trickywords


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sjlPILhk7bQ


Vocabulary 

Phoneme

Grapheme

Digraph         Trigraph

        Blend          ‘Fred Talk’



Set 1 
Sounds

Set 1 Sounds

m  a  s  d  t  i  n  
p  g  o  c  k  u  
b  f  e  l  h  r  j  
v  y  w  z  x

sh  th  ch  qu  ng  nk  ck







Blending 
Sounds

Blending Sounds
m-a-t      mat
c-a-t       cat
s-p-l-a-sh     splash
f-i-sh       fish

  m-a-t    mat

Children will be 
encouraged to ‘fred talk’ 

the words to blend 
words to read

As children become 
more confident, they 
will read the words 
by sight and with 

fluency.





Embedding 
the sounds



Set 2 Sounds

ay  ee  igh  
ow (as in blow)  
oo (as in zoo)
oo (as in look) 
ar  or  air  ir  
ou (as in out) 
oy



Set 3 Sounds

ea (as in tea)
oi (as in spoil)
a–e (as in cake)
i–e (as in smile)
o–e (as in home)
u–e (as in huge) 
aw (as in yawn)
are (as in care)

ur (as in nurse)
er  (as in letter)
ow (as in brown)
ai  (as in snail)
oa (as in goat)
ew (as in chew)
ire (as in fire)
ear (as in hear)
ure (as in pure)

Children will 
learn about 
‘bouncy’ and 

‘stretchy’ sounds. 
E.g. b is bouncy, 

m is stretchy.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkXcabDUg7Q


Tricky Words

Also known 
as ‘red’ 
words

Tricky words are words that early readers will struggle with. This might 
be because they have unusual spellings, contain new sounds and 

graphemes or don’t follow ordinary phonemic rules. 

Many tricky words are ones that we use often, so it’s important to 
teach children how to spell and pronounce them.



The ‘Oldcastle’ 
Way

Nursery 
Introduce Speed Sounds - Set 1 and 
Set 2 if necessary

Reception
Continue to embed Speed Sounds 
with quick recall and blending. 
Introduce a home reading book.

Year 1
Embed Speed Set 1 and 2 - know 
sounds by sight. 
Introduce Speed Set 3. 
Embed blending and know some 
tricky words by sight.



A Holistic 
Approach

In Nursery (Summer Term), Reception and 
Year 1, pupils will begin to study high-quality 
texts. 

The texts will support writing and reading 
vocabulary and sentence structures that are 
beyond what children can read independently. 

The programme of work that teachers use for 
this is The Literacy Curriculum. 

We are a Flagship 
School - and 

support other 
schools to 

introduce the 
programme. 



Reception Texts

Year 1 Texts

Vocabulary

Writing 
Opportunities

Questions

Curiosity

Relationships

Plot and 
Characters

Illustrations

Punctuation

Grammar

Group Work

Engage



How can you 
support 
reading?



Supporting 
Reading

1. Read regularly - every day is preferable. 
Bedtime stories and creating a regular 
routine will promote a love of reading. 

2. Discuss books and stories. 
3. Find something you and your child are 

interested in reading together
4. Be curious - model questions. 

I wonder… What if… What do you think…
5. Use strategies to blend and build words 

together
6. The most important thing that you can do 

is - enjoy reading! 



Activity Ideas

Phoneme 
Spotter

Phonics 
Bingo Matching 

Pairs

Build the 
Words

Scavenger 
Hunt

Fishing for 
Phonics



Any 
questions?


