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Welcome
● Whole - school target
● Strategies and approaches
● How can you support?



Researchers in the United States who had 
looked at the impact of parents reading with 
their children quoted the following figures in 

a news release about their findings: 

“Here’s how many words kids would have heard by the time 
they were 5 years old: 

Never read to, 4,662 words; 
1–2 times per week, 63,570 words; 

3–5 times per week, 169,520 words; 
Daily, 296,660 words; 

and five books a day, 1,483,300 words.”



Where your 
child’s 

journey 
began…

● Read Write Inc. is a popular phonics 
scheme. 

● Like all phonics schemes, it teaches 
children the sounds in English, the letters 
that represent them, and how to form the 
letters when writing. 

● Read Write Inc. Phonics includes reading 
books written using only the letters they 
have learnt at each level (and a small 
number of separately taught tricky words). 

● The children will quickly feel confident and 
successful.

Read, Write, Inc.

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/at-school/education-glossary/grammar-literacy-glossary-t-z/#trickywords


Where your 
child’s 

journey 
began…

● Core Knowledge was a full, whole-school 
approach to reading and writing. 

● The approach incorporated grammar, 
punctuation, spellings and written 
structure - providing building blocks for 
writing.

● Core Knowledge allowed teachers to plan 
sequential lessons, providing pupils with 
knowledge of other areas for example 
science and history. 

● Core Knowledge supported the school 
through lockdown by enabling parents to 
continue pupil learning. 

Core Knowledge



The Literary Curriculum immerses children in a 
literary world, therefore creating strong levels 
of engagement to provide meaningful and 
authentic contexts for primary English.

Where are 
we now?



Texts Covered



Texts Covered



Texts Covered



Vocabulary

Writing 
Opportunities

Questions

Curiosity

Relationships

Plot and 
Characters

Illustrations

Punctuation

Grammar

Group Work

Engage

Exploring self



How do we teach 
reading at Oldcastle?

Comprehension

Inference

Deduction

Confidence

Enjoyment

Fluency

Guided 
Reading

Literacy 
Lessons

Writing

Punctuation

High-quality texts

Reading for 
Pleasure

Year 2 - Year 6



Why is 
Reading for 

Pleasure 
important?

Wide recreational reading expands pupils’ knowledge 
about the world and about language, as well as their 
understanding of subject-specific academic and 
technical vocabulary. 

Such knowledge eases their access to the whole 
curriculum. Higher performance in mathematics has 
also been found.

Pupils who read regularly report heightened levels of 
social and emotional wellbeing. 

For many, reading is a form of relaxation, a place to 
escape everyday challenges, a source of entertainment. 

Reading allows readers to adopt new perspectives, 
develop empathy and become more socially conscious.



Simple View of Reading

What does this 
mean for your 
child?



Skilled 
Reading



Simple View of Reading

We aim for 
children to be 
here

Your 
child



Example 
of 

Reading 
Lessons



Undefeated - Year 4 Text



Undefeated - Year 4 Text



Undefeated - Year 4 Text



Undefeated - Year 4 Text



Undefeated - Year 4 Text



Book 
Look



How can you 
support 
reading?



● Give your child access to plenty of texts on many different topics and by a 
wide range of authors who write in different styles, e.g. Roald Dahl, Michael 
Morpurgo to Anthony Horowitz, non-fiction books and fiction books.

● Encourage discussion with your child when pronouncing new words if their 
reasonable attempt does not sound correct.

● Broaden the vocabulary you use when speaking to your child and be 
prepared to clarify the meaning of a wider range of words, modelling them 
within sentences.

● Encourage your child to read silently to themselves but check their 
understanding of what they have read after doing so.

● Read difficult texts to your child and allow them the chance to listen and ask 
questions.



Reading 
Activities

Reading Den/ 
Comfy area

Join the 
library

Read together

Discuss new words/ 
feelings/ emotions

Choose books 
together

Join book swaps/ 
create book swaps

Audio books

National Geographic Kids/ 
Newsround Website/ First 
News/ Phoenix Comics (£1 for 
first 6 comics - more after that)https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-ho

me/find-a-book/library-page/ 

Vocabulary 
Counter

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/


www.oxfordowl.c
o.uk - reading tab

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk


https://www.booktrust.org.uk/boo
klists/1/100-best-books-6-8/

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/boo
klists/1/100-best-books-9-11/ 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/booklists/1/100-best-books-6-8/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/booklists/1/100-best-books-6-8/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/booklists/1/100-best-books-9-11/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/booklists/1/100-best-books-9-11/


Any 
questions?


