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Researchers in the United States who had
looked at the impact of parents reading with
their children quoted the following figures in

a news release about their findings: C’)

“Here’s how many words kids would have heard by the time N
they were 5 years old:

Never read to, 4,662 words; ®
1-2 times per week, 63,570 words; %
3-5 times per week, 169,520 words,
Daily, 296,660 words;,
and five books a day, 1,483,300 words.”




Read Write Inc. is a popular phonics
scheme.

Like all phonics schemes, it teaches
children the sounds in English, the letters
that represent them, and how to form the
letters when writing.

Read Write Inc. Phonics includes reading
books written using only the letters they
have learnt at each level (and a small
number of separately taught tricky words).

The children will quickly feel confident and
successful.

Where your
child’s
journey
began...

Read, Write, Inc.


https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/at-school/education-glossary/grammar-literacy-glossary-t-z/#trickywords

Core Knowledge was a full, whole-school
approach to reading and writing.

The approach incorporated grammairr,
punctuation, spellings and written
structure - providing building blocks for
writing.

Core Knowledge allowed teachers to plan
sequential lessons, providing pupils with
knowledge of other areas for example
science and history.

Core Knowledge supported the school
through lockdown by enabling parents to
continue pupil learning.

Where your
child’s
journey
began...

Core Knowledge



The
Literary
Curriculum

Flagship School

Where are
we now?

The Literary Curriculum immerses children in a

literary world, therefore creating strong levels
of engagement to provide meaningful and
authentic contexts for primary English.

.
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The Literary 25 o
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Curriculum

A complete thematic approach to primary English, with literature at its core
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Texts Covered

Year2 Qur World School days now and then 1912- to current day
Writing Root @‘\r' Grandad s
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Ocean Meets the Sky Grondod’s Camper Goldilocks and the Thres Bears
Whole-Class ABBIT
Reading B % BEAR
(Literary
Leaves)
There's a Rang-a-an in my Bedreom The Street Beneath My Feet Rebbi 2 Bagr ] In the Fast Lane
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Year 3
Writing Root
The Last Garden T
Small in the City Cloud Tea Monkeys
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A Neckloce of Raindrops

New and Collected Poems for Children
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Texts Covered
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Year 6 Justice and Freedom How did the world come to be?
Writing Roat < e Production - creation of
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Coged Bird

Fly Me Home

The Explorer

After the War
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How do we teach
reading at Oldcastle?

n. T

“ . Guided Literacy Reading for L’b
Reading Lessons Pleasure

Comprehension Writing Confidence n
&

Q c Inference Punctuation Enjoyment
\g L J

\ Deduction High-quality texts  Fluency :



Wide recreational reading expands pupils’ knowledge
about the world and about language, as well as their
understanding of subject-specific academic and Whg is

technical vocabulary. Re ading for

Such knowledge eases their access to the whole Pleasure
curriculum. Higher performance in mathematics has important?
also been found.

Pupils who read regularly report heightened levels of
social and emotional wellbeing.

For many, reading is a form of relaxation, a place to
escape everyday challenges, a source of entertainment.

Reading allows readers to adopt new perspectives,
develop empathy and become more socially conscious.




Simple View of Reading

Language
comprehension
processes
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Language
comprehension
processes
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GOOD— recognition
processes

What does this
mean for your
child?



Background Knowledge

Phonological Awareness Vocabulary
Syllables, phonemes, etc.
Decoding Language Structures
alphabetic principle, letter-sound correspondence ve l I Reasoning
Sight Recognition .
familiar words _— Lﬂeracy Knowledge ety

Skilled
Reading



Simple View of Reading
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Undefeated - Year 4 Text EUNDEFEATED
| ‘ " R %

Session 1 - Creating Context (2c)

Words to define before reading: segregation, civil war, racism, discrimination, slavery

At this point, it is important to give children a general sense of black history in America as the poem is a
celebration of the defiance and brilliance of black individuals and black culture in the face of centuries of racism
and brutality. However, broad strokes are all that is needed for this first sessions as we will be going into more
detail as the unit continues.

What do children know already about black history in America? Which famous black Americans can children
name through history? Look at the pictures in Creating Context at the back of this unit and discuss what events
the pictures depict. Also discuss the map and talk briefly about the fact that the Northern Union States and
Southern Confederate States of America went to war with each other on the issue of slavery. This was the
American Civil War (1861 — 1865). Even though the Union States, which were anti-slavery, won the war, a policy
of segregation continued in many Southern States well after the war had ended.

What do children know about segregation in American history? Look at some of the pictures in Creating Contexts
and discussed the areas of society which were segregated and how this segregation was designed to violently
oppress the black population. Explain that during the 50s/60s, many people went on marches to protest
segregation. Songs which could be sung on a march become popular and these were known as “protest songs”.

Children stick the pictures from Creating Contexts in their books and write captions for them on what they know
already. Children can also draft questions that they may have for further research.



Undefeated - Year 4 Text

Session 2 — A Marching Song (2a, 2d)

Give children a copy of the lyrics to the song We Shall Not be Moved sung by Mavis Staples from the album We'll
Never Turn Back and explain that this was a popular protest song during the Civil Rights Movement. Listen to the
song once through.

ALEXANDER » KADIR |

What does the word union mean? How many different meanings does it have? Support children to research this
and draw a spider diagram, e.g. :

union of people
trade union 2

; union of a
cou.v\trj

the act of joining
together marriage

The word union is mention twice in the song. What do you think the word union means in this context? Please
note that if you are also teaching Tar Beach by Faith Ringgold then exploring the concept of trade unions will be
useful.

Listen to the song again and answer the following questions:

Which word best describes the author’s attitude?



Undefeated - Year 4 Text

Session 3 — Poem Predictions (2e)

Ask children what they know about poetry. Do they know any poems? How are poems different to other genres?
How are they similar to music? Discuss with children what tools poets use to create different effects. This usually

(WAME ALEXANDER » KAL ELSON
involves repetition, personification, metaphor, similes, rhyme and rhythm (the musical beat of a poem). Put these % UNDEFE ATED
words on the board and see if children can define any of them. Refer to these as you continue through the poem  F= .

1 %

in order to deepen children’s understanding.

Explain we will be reading a poem which uses rhythm and repetition heavily to create a sense of meaning.
Introduce the book/poem The Undefeated and study the front and back cover. Do the children recognise any of
the individuals depicted? Read the blurb.

What does undefeated mean and why do you think the author choose this title?
What impressions do Kadir Nelson’s painting give you about these individuals?
Why are their pictures of birds and a butterfly on the cover?

What does the 4/4 stand for?

What do you think this poem will be about?

What do you think will be the attitude of the poet?

What do you think this poem will set out to do?



Undefeated - Year 4 Text

Session 4 - Music and Poetry (2a, 2f)

Perform the poem for children, paying attention to the words and phrases which are in bold and italicised. Read
the poem once through to experience and then give children the chance to read through themselves.

Can you collect any words that use the prefix un-? What job does the prefix un- do? Create a list of all these K ALEXANDER # KADIR NELSON |
words and work out the meaning from the context. Use a dictionary to double check. UNDEFE ATED
[~
unflappable unspeakable

N

too horrific l:o:"
say i words

S~

to remain calm
under pressure

Listen to Kwame Alexander reading also and discuss how he performs the poem.

Why does he leave long pauses at certain points and what effect does this have on the reader?

Why are some of the words in bold? How does this affect his performance?

Why are some sentences and phrases in italics?

Give groups of children the cards from Karaoke Poets and give them time to find a way they would best want to

perform the poem. They can combine cards to create a layered performance. Record performances and give
feedback.



NER

ZUNDEFEATED

Undefeated - Year 4 Text

Session 5 - The Unforgettable (2b, 2f, 2g)

Words to define before reading: superiority, gold medallist

Read the first stanza of the poem up to and including the line “...of possibility.”
What does the word unforgettable mean?

Why does the author use the phrase hurdled history?

What does the phrase ‘opened a world of possible’ mean?

The author uses alliteration in the first stanza with the words swift and sweet and hurdled history. What effect
does this have on the reader?

Look at the illustration. The bottom half of Jesse Owens is in shadow and the top half is in light. Why do you think
the illustrator decided to do this?

Tumn to the Jesse Owens biography at the back. Why is he such an important figure in history?

Extension: Research more about Jesse Owens. Can you find any videos online of him?
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How can you ()
support |
reading?



Give your child access to plenty of texts on many different topics and by a
wide range of authors who write in different styles, e.g. Roald Dahl, Michael
Morpurgo to Anthony Horowitz, non-fiction books and fiction books.

Encourage discussion with your child when pronouncing new words if their
reasonable attempt does not sound correct.

Broaden the vocabulary you use when speaking to your child and be
prepared to clarify the meaning of a wider range of words, modelling them
within sentences.

Encourage your child to read silently to themselves but check their
understanding of what they have read after doing so.

Read difficult texts to your child and allow them the chance to listen and ask
questions.



Audio books
Reading Den/

Comfy area
Join the Reading
O Vocabulary library Activities
®  Counter

\

Read together

Discuss new words/
feelings/ emotions

Choose books
together ,
J Join book swaps/
me/find-a-book/library-page/



https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/
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Encouraging boys to read

All parents want to support their child’s early education. As the parent of a boy, it can be a worry to read headlines suggesting that boys

often underachieve, especially with reading. Fortunately, there are lots of ways you can help.

Read (or watch) Gary Wilson give his expert advice on how to raise boys’ achievement by encouraging them to read.

What do we know about boys and reading?

Of course, all children are different, and no two boys are going to be interested in exactly the same things. The best way to find out what

home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reluctant-readers/ G % @ % © £ | [@henyouaretrying to motivate your child
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Reluctant readers Comprehension oks that closely match their interests and

From ‘thinking outside the bookbag’ to reading for a purpose, children’s author and mum of three Isabel Thomas shares some great advice on

helping reluctant readers get excited about books. Common reading issues s if you want to get your son to read —

You can spota reluctant reader by putting a book in their hands. Five minutes later theyll be gazing out of the window, wriggling on the

Struggling readers

floor, or building an intricate paperback tower - anything but reading the words on the page.

It's not that they struggle to read (see our struggling readers page for children who find reading difficult). And it's not that they can't sit still - Reluctant readers 3, give your son lots of approval for all the

give my sons a screen, and they’ll demonstrate Olympian levels of concentration and stamina. Reluctant readers have the skills needed to

devour books, but don’t-or won't - use them. Encouraging boys to read

Does it matter? There’s more to life than books, and children can also learn by climbing trees, making junk models, or playing sports. But
research consistently shows that children who read for pleasure do better at school, and we all want to give our children the best chance of Reading for pleasure

unlocking adventures and opportunities in the future.
Reading schemes and Levels
With that in mind, here are some great ways to encourage your sons to feel excited about books:
Free eBook library: 100s of
eBooks to practise reading
1. Read for pleasure
Levels and book bands are useful tools, but it's most important to focus on making reading fun and exciting. To avoid making reading feel

like a chore or a race, | learned to be interested and impressed by whatever my sons are reading.

* Blog: Picture books for older readers
* Blog: Great books to get boys reading

For most children. reading for pleasure starts with snuagly bedtime stories: There's no need to stop this daily ritual once children can read

Phonics and word reading

Comprehension

Common reading issues

Struggling readers

Reluctant readers

Encouraging boys to read

Reading for pleasure

Reading schemes and Levels

Free eBook library: 100s of

eBooks to practise reading
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https://www.booktrust.org.uk/booklists/1/100-best-books-6-8/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/booklists/1/100-best-books-6-8/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/booklists/1/100-best-books-9-11/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/booklists/1/100-best-books-9-11/
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